Знаменательные и служебные части речи; полевая структура английского вокабуляра.

Notional and functional parts of speech. The field structure of the English vocabulary

Both the traditional and the syntactical-distributional classifications divide parts of speech into notional and functional. The difference between the functional words and the others is not so much a matter of form as of content. The lexical meaning of functional words is not so bright, distinct as that of notional words. Notional parts of speech are open classes – new items can be added to them so they are indefinitely extendable. Functional parts of speech are closed systems including a limited number of members. As a rule, they cannot be extended by creating new words. Functional parts of speech are prepositions, conjunctions, articles, particles, modal verbs, interjections, response words (yes, no). The distinctive features of functional parts of speech are: 

· very general and weak lexical meaning

·  obligatory combinability; 

· the function of linking and specifying words.
Pronouns can hardly fit this classification. They constitute a class of words which takes an intermediary position between notional and functional words. On the one hand, they can substitute for nouns and adjectives, on the other hand, they are used as connectives and specifiers. 

This classification is open to discussion; different grammar books contain different classifications. 
M.Y.Bokh suggests a three-layer classification of words. The semantico-grammatical analysis of the lexicon shows that it is explicitly divided into two parts: the notional words and the functional words. Between these two parts there is an intermediary field of semi-functional words. 

The main notional parts of speech accepted by the majority of linguists are nouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs. Members of these four classes are often connected by derivational relations, e.g.: strength – strengthen – strong – strongly. This has been given the name of "Lexical Paradigm of Nomination". The initial position in a particular nomination paradigm can be occupied by a lexeme of any word class, for example: "fancy - to fan​cy - fanciful - fancifully" (adjectival), to decide – decision – decisive – decisively (verbal). 

The universal character of the nomination paradigm is sustained by suppletivity, both lexemic and phrasemic, e.g.: "an end - to end -final - finally" (lexemic), "gratitude - grateful - gratefully - to ex​press gratitude" (phrasemic).

The lexical paradigm of nomination has a parallel substitutional representation: one, it, they (words used instead of nouns) … -- to do, to make, to act … (instead of verbs) -- such, same, similar … (instead of adjectives)  -- thus, so, there… (instead of adverbs). All these words form the intermediate layer.

Thus, the general classification of the lexicon is to be presented in a brief outline in the following way: 

· the whole of the lexicon is divided into three layers;

·  the first, the upper layer, having an open character, is formed by four classes of notional words: substance-names (nouns), process-names (verbs), primary property names (adjectives), secondary property names (adverbs). The names are united by the lexical paradigm of nomination;  

· the second, intermediate layer, having a closed character is formed by pronominal words or "substitutes of names"; here belong pronouns and replacer lexemes mentioned above, words of broad mean​ing (cf.: thing, matter, etc.), and also numbers; 

· the third, the lower layer, having a closed character, is formed
by functional words proper, or "specifiers of names": determiners, prepositions, conjunctions, particles, etc.

The function of the second and third layers is to organize together with the categorial means of grammar, the production of speech utterances out of the words of the first layer. 

Parts of speech are heterogeneous  (неоднородны). Their boundaries are not clearly cut, especially in the area of meaning. Within a part of speech there are subclasses which have all the properties of a given class and other subclasses which have some of their properties  and many features of another class (weekly, cowardly, round).  Admonis proposed the theory of grammatical fields. He describes a part of speech as a field in which he distinguishes both central, most typical,  and marginal, less typical elements. Marginal areas of different parts of speech may overlap and there may be intermediate elements with contradictory features. So the part of speech classification involves overlapping areas, that’s why different scholars single out from 9 to 13 parts of speech in modern English. 

